LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
lency cannot be too early in taking some step for the preserva-
tion of records and documents so importantly concerning the
public as well as individuals. But the final disposition of them
appears to me to be properly the object of attention of both
Houses of Parliament and on my return to England I shall
probably think it my duty to state the matter in the House of
Lords and propose some measures to be taken in concurrence
with the other House of Parliament. Until such measures can
be adopted I think it necessary that the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland should attend to the immediate safety of these records
and documents; and I strongly recommend to your Excellency
personally to visit them, and consider what may be fit to be
done for that purpose; or if the time of your Excellency's stay
here should not permit your interference, that you would
mention the subject to your successor, as matter requiring his
early attention.
The carelessness which has characterized the proceedings
with respect to the records and documents belonging to die
two houses of the Irish Parliament since the Union has probably
been produced by the measure then adopted of compensating
the officers of those houses to the full extent of their emolu-
ments, and thus inducing them to consider those offices as
wholly at an end and that they had become mere pensioners
for life, without any obligation of public duty; and I very
much fear your Excellency will find that similar consequences
have flowed from the same source in other departments. In-
deed, according to all the information which I have been able
to obtain, the public records and documents of every descrip-
tion have been very much neglected and are in a state of great
confusion except those which are now lodged in the building
comprising the Four Courts and the offices of many of their
officers, to which the office of the register of deeds has been
added very lately, in exclusion of some of the officers of the
Courts, the documents in whose offices are of great public
concern. It seems to me also that the office of the register
would have remained more properly at the Casde, under the
protection of the Castle Guard, and I strongly recommend that
it should be removed back to the Casde as soon as proper
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